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APRIL  1  FEEDER  CATTLE  SUPPLY 


Item 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1977/76 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

1,000  head 

Percent  change 

Calves  <500  lb. 

On  farms  Jan.  1   

33,942 

36,302 

34,577 

32,388 

-6 

Slaughter  Jan. -Mar  

614 

1,066 

1,370 

1,440 

+5 

On  feed  April  1   

932 

533 

659 

666 

+  1 

TOTAL   

32,396 

34,703 

32,548 

30,282 

-7 

Steers  &  heifers  500  lb.  +' 

On  farms  Jan.  1   

24,623 

22,882 

24,548 

24,986 

+2 

Slaughter  Jan. -Mar  

6,660 

7,301 

7,925 

7,733 

-2 

On  feed  April  1^   

11,784 

8,294 

10,712 

10,433 

-3 

TOTAL  

6,179 

7,287 

5,911 

6,820 

+  15 

TOTAL  SUPPLY   

38,575 

41,990 

38,459 

37,102 

-4 

Not  including  heifers  for  cow  replacement.  ^  Estimated  U.S.  steers  and  heifers. 


LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT  SITUATION 


by  Eldon  Ball 


Fed  Cattle  Outlook 

Two  to  3  percent  more  fed  cattle  may 
move  to  market  this  spring  than  a  year 
ago,  but  year-to-year  reductions  in 
fed  marketings  are  likely  this  summer. 
Feedlot  inventories  on  January  1  were 
down  3  percent.     Movement  of  cattle 
off  feed  through  March  increased  2 
percent  over  1976  and  exceeded  first 
quarter  placements.     The  April  1  in- 
ventory of  cattle  on  feed  in  23  States 
was  reduced  both  seasonally  and  from  a 
year  earlier.     However,  inventory  re- 
ductions   were  largely  confined  to 
those  cattle  in  the  middle  weight 
groups.     Intended  marketings  for  April 
through  June,  at  6  million  head,  were 
up  1  percent.     And,  based  on  the  in- 
ventory of  cattle  on  feed  in  the  top 
weight  groups  (steers  over  900  pounds 
and  heifers  over  700  pounds) ,  market- 
ings should  meet  or  slightly  exceed 
intentions.     During  April,   the  7 
States  marketed  1.6  million  fed  cat- 
tle.    These  States  generally  account 
for  about  75  percent  of  the  23-States 
marketing  total.     With  the  expanded 
marketing  total  of  2.1  million  head, 
35  percent  of  the  projected  quarterly 
supply  was  met. 

Barring  dry  weather,   the  year-to- 
year  reduction  in  nonfed  slaughter 
will  continue  this  spring.  However, 
some  seasonal  increase  in  the  slaugh- 
ter of  steers  and  heifers  off  grass  is 
likely.     While  more  than  a  tenth  below 
the  spring  of  1976,  this  slaughter  may 
be  up  15  percent  over  the  winter  to- 
tal.    Cow  slaughter  usually  drops  to 
its  yearly  low  with  renewed  pasture 
growth  in  the  spring  and  then  increas- 
es through  the  summer  and  fall  as  cows 
are  culled  from  the  herd  following 
calf  weaning  and  before  supplemental 
winter  feeding  is  required.  With 
stronger  prices  for  feeder  animals, 
heavy  culling  of  cow  herds  would  be 
discouraged.     The  cow  kill  may  slip 
below  2  million  head  this  spring  for 


the  first  time  since  1974.  Reductions 
in  nonfed  slaughter  may  largely  offset 
increased  fed  beef  supplies  with  total 
beef  production  approximating  the  6.1 
billion  pounds  produced  during  the 
second  quarter  of  1976. 

Steers  on  feed  weighing  700  to  900 
pounds  and  heifers  weighing  500  to  700 
pounds  on  April  1  usually  provide  a 
good  indication  of  July-September  fed 
cattle  marketings.     With  fewer  cattle 
on  feed  in  these  weight  groups  this 
year,  implied  marketings  are  off  10 
percent  from  last  summer.     But  step- 
ped-up  feedlot  placements  of  yearling 
cattle  this  spring  could  lead  to  larg- 
er summer  marketings  than  currently 
indicated  by  feedlot  inventory  data 
alone. 

The  January  1  inventory  of  yearling 
cattle  (excluding  replacement  heifers) 
was  2  percent  larger  this  year.  The 
number  remaining  outside  feedlots  was 
up  6  percent.     The  reduction  in  total 
steer  and  heifer  slaughter  this  winter 
probably  resulted  in  a  3-  to  4-percent 
increase  in  the  residual  number  of 
yearlings  on  hand  April  1.     The  number 
outside  feedlots  may  have  been  in- 
creased 15  percent.     With  an  improving 
market  outlook,  feedlots  should  absorb 
most  of  these  cattle. 

After  adjusting  for  other  disappear- 
ance, April  placements  in  the  7  States 
trailed  by  1  percent  the  record  large 
number  of  a  year  ago.     However,  move- 
ment of  feeder  cattle  picked  up  in 
late  April.     If  crop  prospects  contin- 
ue to  improve,  feeding  costs  should 
ease.     Placements  were  not  unusually 
large  during  May  and  June  of  last 
year,  and  an  increase  in  feeding 
activity  this  year  is  likely. 

Depressed  wheat  prices  encouraged 
some  producers  to  graze-out  this 
year's  winter  wheat  crop,  but  wheat 
grazing  will  be  very  limited  by  late 
May.     Depending  on  weights,  many  cat- 
tle coming  off  wheat  pasture  will  go 
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into  feedlots  for  45  to  60  days  of  ad- 
ditional feeding.     Placements  this 
spring  are  expected  to  show  an  in- 
crease of  4  to  5  percent.     This  sug- 
gests year-to-year  increases  in  fed 
marketings  by  late  summer  or  early 
fall.     Fed  cattle  marketings  in  the  23 
States  during  the  summer  quarter  may 
total  around  6  million  head,  a  decline 
of  less  than  5  percent. 
Limted  Price  Strength  Expected  in 
Fed  Cattle  Market 

With  no  increase  in  the  total  beef 
supply  likely  this  spring  over  the 
spring  quarter  of  1976,  the  continued 
growth  in  consumer  incomes  would  sup- 
port higher  fed  cattle  prices.  But 
increased  competition  from  larger  pork 
and  poultry  supplies  may  be  largely 
offsetting.     Also  limiting  the  poten- 
tial for  higher  cattle  prices  is  the 
narrow  farm-to-carcass  marketing 
spread.    While  the  demand  for  beef  has 
improved  seasonally  following  Easter, 
fed  cattle  prices  at  Omaha  may  average 
only  in  the  low-$40's  per  100  pounds 
for  April-June.     Fed  cattle  returned 
an  average  price  of  $41  during  the 
second  quarter  of  1976. 

The  April  1  total  feeder  cattle 
supply  was  reduced  from  that  of  the 
previous  year  despite  the  increased 
number  of  yearlings.     The  inventory  of 
calves  on  January  1  was  off  6  percent. 
Calf  slaughter  during  January-March 
was  up  about  5  percent.    After  allow- 
ing for  the  number  of  calves  on  feed 
April  1,  the  residual  calf  inventory 
may  have  been  reduced  7  to  8  percent. 
The  combined  total  of  both  yearling 
cattle  and  calves  available  for  feed- 
lot  placements  would  then  be  below  a 
year  ago.     While  larger  yearling  in- 
ventories would  support  both  an  in- 
crease in  placements  and  continued 
heavy  nonfed  slaughter  this  spring, 
increased  feedlot  activity  during  the 
second  half  of  the  year  will  require  a 
substantial  cutback  in  nonfed 
slaughter. 

With  fewer  fed  cattle  available  for 
slaughter  during  the  summer  quarter, 
total  beef  supplies  may  be  reduced  5 


to  7  percent  from  a  year  ago.  Further 
reductions  in  nonfed  slaughter  are  in 
prospect,  but  the  magnitude  of  the  re- 
duction will  be  highly  dependent  upon 
weather.     Longer-term  optimism  should 
result  in  a  strong  demand  for  feeder 
animals,  thus  limiting  packer  interest 
in  these  cattle.     Nonfed  slaughter  may 
be  off  20  to  25  percent  from  a  year 
ago.     With  increases  in  pork  and  poul- 
try supplies  limited  to  5  percent  or 
less,  the  fed  cattle  market  should 
continue  to  improve  through  early  sum- 
mer.    But  with  larger  fed  marketings 
likely  late  in  the  quarter,  prices 
could  again  come  under  pressure. 

If  expected  price  strength  is  real- 
ized this  summer,  many  cattle  feeders 
could  close  their  books  on  several 
months  of  red  ink.     But,  profits  will 
be  modest  and,  depending  on  prices 
paid  for  feeder  animals,  perhaps 
short-lived.    With  beef  supplies  ex- 
pected to  trend  lower  in  1978,  and 
with  a  stronger  fed  cattle  market  im- 
plied, cattle  feeders  may  bid  more  for 
these  animals  than  market  prospects 
later  in  the  year  support.     While  the 
cow-calf  segment  of  the  industry  needs 
higher  prices  for  profitable  opera- 
tion, too  sharp  an  increase  in  feeder 
prices  would  keep  pressure  on  feeding 
margins . 

Large  Fed  Cattle  Supplies  Likely 
This  Fall 

With  cattle  feeding  expected  to  gain 
momentum  into  the  suimner,  fed  cattle 
supplies  should  continue  large  through 
this  fall.     Expected  marketings  near  6 
million  head  are  up  around  5  percent 
over  October-December  1976.     But  sub- 
stantially fewer  forage-fed  animals 
moving  to  slaughter  would  result  in 
smaller  total  beef  supplies. 

Typically,  the  seasonal  pattern  of 
fed  cattle  marketings  for  the  year  is 
nearly  determined  by  the  spring  quar- 
ter.    With  the  exception  of  1974, 
third  quarter  marketings  over  the  past 
16  years  have  been  within  5  percent  of 
the  second  quarter  total,  and  over 
this  period  of  years  have  averaged  the 
same  for  the  two  quarters.  Fourth 
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quarter  marketings  also  show  a  strong 
relationship  with  that  number  for  the 
spring  quarter.     Except  for  1974, 
fourth  quarter  marketings  in  the  23 
States  have  ranged  only  3  percent  a- 
bove  to  6  percent  below  the  second 
quarter  since  1960.     In  1974,  October- 
December  marketings  trailed  April-June 
levels  by  12  percent;   the  fall  quarter 
total  has  exceeded  that  for  the  spring 
only  four  times .     The  average  variance 
between  the  second  and  fourth  quarters 
has  been  a  decline  of  about  2  percent. 

Unusual  circumstances  can  alter  past 
seasonal  patterns,  as  in  1973  when 
price  controls  were  imposed  on  food 
products  resulting  in  disrupted  mar- 
ketings of  livestock  in  both  1973  and 
1974.     But  to  date,  placement  rates 
have  not  shown  unusual  seasonal  varia- 
tion, suggesting  a  stable  marketing 
pattern. 

If  the  suggested  level  of  fed  cattle 
marketings  is  achieved,   the  effect 
would  be  to  again  frustrate  the  eco- 
nomic recovery  in  the  cattle  feeding 
industry.     For  cattle  placed  on  feed 
during  May,  fed  cattle  prices  in  the 
upper  $40 's  per  100  pounds  would  be 
required  later  this  year  to  cover  all 
costs  of  production.     In  early  May, 
futures  contracts  for  October  and  De- 
cember delivery  of  fed  cattle  were 
trading  in  the  $42-to  $43-range. 
Given  current  supply  expectations, 
prices  in  the  cash  market  above  $45 
would  appear  optimistic. 
Cutback  in  Production  To  Push  Retail 
Beef  Prices  Higher 

A  3-to  5-percent  reduction  in  beef 
supplies  for  1977  spells  somewhat 
higher  average  retail  prices  for  con- 
sumers.   The  level  of  retail  prices 
depends  primarily  on  the  supply  of 
beef  and  competing  meats  and  growth  in 
consumers'   incomes.     Assumed  is  an  an- 
nual growth  rate,  expressed  in  current 
dollars,  of  10  percent  in  per  capita 


disposable  income.     Total  red  meat 
supplies  for  1977  are  expected  to  e- 
qual  that  of  a  year  ago,  with  increas- 
ed pork  production  offsetting  reduc- 
tions in  beef  output. 

Pork  supplies  will  be  tightest  this 
summer  when  production  is  at  a  season- 
al low.     Year-to-year  increases  in 
output  are  likely  through  the  summer, 
though  the  rate  of  increase  will  be- 
come more  modest.     Hog  slaughter  dur- 
ing the  spring  quarter  may  be  up  less 
than  15  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 
Increases  this  summer  will  be  limited 
to  about  5  percent,  while  fall  quarter 
output  may  show  the  first  year-to-year 
reduction  in  the  current  phase  of  the 
production  cycle.     This  is  likely  de- 
spite the  larger  farrowings  planned 
for  March-May  of  this  year.     An  8-per- 
cent annual  increase  in  pork  supplies 
is  likely. 

Also  significant  is  the  composition 
of  beef  supplies.     Grain-finished  cat- 
tle accounted  for  just  under  60  per- 
cent of  the  slaughter  mix  in  1976,  up 
from  approximately  50  percent  the  year 
before.     An  increasing mmber  of 
slaughter  cattle  will  receive  grain 
feeding  this  year  with  fed  cattle  ac- 
counting for  more  than  60  percent  of 
the  total  each  quarter.     Fev^er  forage- 
fed  cattle  in  the  slaughter  mix  points 
to  a  reduction  in  the  supply  of  lower 
quality  grade  beef.    A  slightly  larger 
supply  of  grain  finished  beef  will  be 
available.     Implied  is  a  sharper  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  hamburger  than 
for  Choice  cuts  of  beef.     Retail  pric- 
es for  Choice  beef  may  average  3  to  4 
percent  higher  this  year.     A  5-percent 
drop  in  the  price  was  reported  for  the 
first  3  months  of  1977.     For  the 
spring  quarter,  this  price  series  may 
show  little  change  from  a  year  earli- 
er, but  increases  in  the  summer  and 
fall  quarters  could  average  10 
percent. 


4 


7  States  Cattle  on  Feed,  Placements,  and  Marketings 


Change, 

Net 

Change, 

Change, 

On 

pre- 

place- 

pre- 

Market- 

pre- 

Year 

feed 

vious 

ments 

vious 

ings 

vious 

year 

year 

year 

1,000 

Percen  t 

1,000 

Percen  t 

1,000 

Percen  t 

head 

head 

head 

1975 

Jan.  .  .  . 

6,369 

-31.9 

1,053 

-42.; 

1,372 

-11.9 

Feb.  .  .  . 

6,050 

-37.2 

747 

-21.9 

1,316 

-1.8 

Mar.  .  .  . 

5,481 

-40.7 

1,448 

+27.9 

1,331 

-15.6 

Apr.  .  .  . 

5,598 

-36.4 

1,266 

+  7.6 

1,275 

-21.7 

May  .  .  . 

5,589 

-33.1 

1,424 

+31.2 

1,172 

-14.2 

June   .  . 

5,841 

-25.9 

1,313 

+63.9 

1,148 

-25.5 

July  .  .  . 

6,006 

-16.0 

1,090 

-10.5 

1,164 

-34.2 

Aug.   .  . 

5,932 

-15.3 

1,230 

+  7.0 

1,213 

-6.8 

Sept.  .  . 

5,949 

-13.2 

2,005 

+  92.6 

1,298 

-2.0 

Oct.  .  .  . 

6,656 

+  1.3 

2,233 

+28.3 

1,307 

-13.8 

Nov.    .  . 

7,582 

+  11.6 

1,864 

+  59.6 

1,190 

-11.1 

Dec.  .  .  . 

8,256 

+24.6 

1,483 

+  35.9 

1,202 

-10.8 

1976 

Jan.  .  .  . 

8,537 

+34.0 

1,282 

+21.7 

1,462 

+6.6 

Feb.  .  .  . 

8,357 

+38.1 

1,293 

+  73.1 

1,529 

+  16.2 

Mar.  .  .  . 

8,121 

+48.2 

1,248 

-13.8 

1,841 

+  38.3 

Apr.  .  .  . 

7,528 

+34.5 

1,497 

+  18.2 

1,512 

+  18.6 

May  .  .  . 

7,513 

+  34.4 

1,226 

■13.9 

1,470 

+25.4 

June   .  . 

7,269 

+24.4 

1,278 

-2.7 

1,468 

+27.9 

July  .  .  . 

7,079 

+  17.7 

1,113 

+  2.1 

1,521 

+  30.7 

Aug.   .  . 

6,671 

+  12.5 

1,356 

+  10.2 

1,589 

+  31.0 

Sept.  .  . 

6,438 

+8.2 

1,618 

-19.3 

1,478 

+  13.9 

Oct.  .  .  . 

6,578 

-1.2 

2,215 

-0.8 

1,491 

+  14.1 

Nov.   .  . 

7,302 

-3.7 

2,041 

+  9.5 

1,343 

+  12.9 

Dec.  .  .  . 

8,000 

-3.1 

1,675 

+  12.9 

1,473 

+22.5 

1977 

Jan.  .  .  . 

8,213 

-3.8 

1,262 

-1.6 

1,602 

+9.6 

Feb.  .  .  . 

7,873 

-5.8 

1,250 

-3.3 

1,567 

+2.5 

Mar.  .  .  . 

7,556 

-7.0 

1,414 

+  13.3 

1,690 

-8.2 

Apr.  .  .  . 

7,280 

-3.3 

1,480 

-1.1 

1,564 

+  3.4 

May  .  .  . 

7,196 

-4.2 

June    .  . 

July  .  .  . 

Aug.    .  . 

Sept.  .  . 

Oct.  .  .  . 

Nov.    .  . 

Dec.  .  .  . 

CATTLE  ON  FEED,  PLACEMENTS, 
AND  MARKETINGS 


MIL.  HD. 


1973  1974  1975  1976  1977  1978 

•ow  fE£D  6£GINNING  Of  QUARTER 


USO*  NEC  ERS20J1  * 


CAHLE  ON  FEED  AND  MARKETINGS 


CATTLE  ON  FEED  APRIL  1 


[Steers  900  Lb  +ond  Heiters  700  lb.+  ) 

USOA  NEG  ERS  20U  77(4. 


CAHLE  ON  FEED  AND  MARKETINGS 


CATTLE  ON  FEED  APRIL  1 

(steers  700-700  lb.  ond  Heifers  500-700  Lb.) 
USDA  NEG  ERS  2015  77(4) 


Cattle  on  feed,  placements,  and  marketings,  23  States 


Item 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1977/ 
1976 

1.000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Percen  t 

head 

head 

head 

head 

change 

On  feed  Jan.  1   .  . 

13,067 

9,619 

12,327 

11,945 

-3 

Placements, 

Jan. -Mar  

5,808 

4,758 

5,427 

5,597 

+  3 

Marketings, 

5,999 

5,512 

6,346 

6.442 

+  2 

Other  disappear- 

ance, Jan. -Mar. 

566 

392 

513 

482 

-6 

On  feed  Apr.  1  .  . 

12,310 

8,473 

10,895 

10,618 

-3 

Steers  &  steer 

calves  

9,025 

5,996 

7.322 

7,047 

-4 

<500  lb  

498 

26  7 

247 

286 

+  16 

500-699  lb.  .  .  . 

2,220 

1,570 

1,828 

1,750 

-4 

700-899  lb.  .  .  . 

2.707 

1,997 

2,496 

2,332 

-7 

900-1,099  lb.  .  . 

2,642 

1,715 

2,270 

2,132 

-6 

1,100  +  lb  

958 

447 

481 

547 

+  14 

Heifers  &  heifer 

calves   

3,202 

2.410 

3,508 

3.523 

0 

<500  lb  

398 

240 

381 

348 

-9 

500-699  lb.     .  . 

1,324 

1.040 

1,421 

1,468 

+  3 

700-899  lb.     .  . 

1,024 

789 

1,2  04 

1.222 

+  1 

900  +  lb  

456 

341 

502 

485 

-3 

Cows   

83 

67 

65 

48 

-26 

Marketings, 

Apr. -June   .  .  .  . 

6,271 

5,028 

5,939 

'  6.001 

+  1 

'  Intentions. 
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Seleqted  price  statistics  for  mecit  animals  and  meat 


Item 

1976 

1977 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan.    1   Feb.   |    Mar.  |  Apr. 

Dollars  per  1 00  pounds 


SLAUGHTER  STEERS: 
Omaha: 

Choice,  900-1 100  lb  

Good.  900-1100  lb  

California,  Choice  900-1100  lb.  . 
Colorado,  Choice  900-1100  lb.  . 

Texas,  Choice  900-1100  lb  

COWS: 
Omaha: 

Commercial  

Utility  

Cutter  

Canner   

VEALERS,CHOICE,  S.  ST.  Paul 


FEEDER  STEERS: 
Kansas  City : 

Choice,  400-500  lb.    .  , 

Choice,  600-700  lb.  .  . 

Good.  600-700  lb.  .  .  . 

All  weights  and  grades 
Amarillo: 

Choice,  600-700  lb.  .  . 

Good,  600-700  lb.  .  .  . 
Georgia  Auctions: 

Choice,  600-700  lb.  .  . 

Good,  400-500  lb.    .  . 


SLAUGHTER  HOGS: 
Barrows  and  Gilts: 
Omaha: 

Nos.  1  &  2,  200-220  lb  

Nos.  1  &  2,  220-240  lb  

All  weights  

Sioux  City  

7  markets   

Sows: 

7  markets   

FEEDER  PIGS: 
Nos.  1  &  2,  So.  Mo.,  40-50  lb.  (per  hd.) 


SLAUGHTER  LAMBS: 

Lambs,  Choice,  San  Angelo 
Lambs,  Choice,  So.  St.  Paul 
Ewes,  Good,  San  Angelo  .  . 
Ewes.  Good,  So.  St.  Paul  .  . 
FEEDER  LAMBS: 

Choice.  San  Angelo  

Choice.  So.  St.  Paul  


FARM  PRICES: 
Beef  cattle:    .  . 

Calves  

Hogs  

Sheep   

Lambs   


MEAT  PRICES: 
Wholesale: 

Midwest  Markets: 
Steer  beef.  Choice.  600-700  lb.   .  . 
Heifer  beef.  Choice,  500-600  lb.  . 
Cow  beef,  Canner  and  Cutter     .  .  . 

Pork  loins.  8-14  lb  

Pork  bellies.  12-14  lb  

Hams,  skinned,  14-17  lb  

East  Coast: 
Steer  beef.  Choice  600-700  lb.  .  .  . 
Lamb,  Choice  and  Prime,  35-45  lb 
Lamb,  Choice  and  Prime,  55-65  lb 
West  Coast: 

Steer  Beef.  Choice,  600-700  lb.  .  . 
Retail: 

Beef,  Choice  

Veal   

Pork   

Lamb   

Price  Indexes  (BLS,  1967  =  100) 

Wholesale  meat   

Retail  meat   

Beef  and  veal  

Pork   

Other  meats   

LIVESTOCK-FEED  RATIOS,  OMAHA^ 

Beef  steer-corn  

Hog-corn   
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34.75 

34.34 
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42.56 

37.84 

37 

22 

37.34 

38.42 

39.26 
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37.91 

41.17 
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24.04 

34.51 

41 

52 

39.84 
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58.20 
57.66 
53.48 
97.40 
74.10 
77.32 

61.18 
100.67 
99.25 


57.05 
55.82 
51.62 
85.26 
73.58 
74.66 

60.60 
87.90 
86.81 


57.24 
56.25 
47.75 
83.43 
63.61 
72.18 

60.95 
88.88 
87.13 


58.36 
57.37 
46.44 
72.55 
47.94 
69.67 

61.87 
92.98 
89.23 


60.85 
59.17 
43.84 
66.83 
42.58 
80.69 

64.46 
93.25 
86.12 


62.52 
60.72 
47.60 
73.37 
45.71 
84.56 

66.25 
97.35 
90.55 


60.04 
58.60 
49.66 
85.32 
51.62 
69.15 

63.66 
105.76 
96.29 


58.92 
57.66 
51.09 
80.66 
52.08 
72.82 

62.97 
105.04 
95.44 


57.12 
56.05 
54.94 
72.36 
48.91 
75.13 

60.46 
110.60 
92.15 


60.54 
58.63 
56.42 
72.44 
55.23 
63.70 

64.02 
114.00 
110.75 


62.96     62.12     62.32      62.36      65.56      67.72     64.45     63.22      63.29  66.26 


138 

2 

135 

8 

134 

3 

133 

5 

135 

7 

138 

9 

137 

5 

134 

6 

133 

2 

176 

5 

175 
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172 
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176 
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179 
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142 

1 
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132 
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124 

8 

117 

5 

117 

2 

119 

6 

121 
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121 
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193 
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191 

2 

185 

7 

184 

9 

183 

6 

182 
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4 
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1 
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3 
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3 
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7 
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4 
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7 
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1 
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5 

160 

7 
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7 
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0 

200 

7 

191 

7 

182 

4 

174 

7 

180 

1 

185 

1 

184 

1 

181 

9 

181 

0 
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0 
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7 

174 

5 

171 

8 

172 

6 

173 

6 
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5 

13 
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13 

8 

14 

3 

16 

1 

18 

0 

17 

4 

16 

1 

16 

0 

15 

9 

17.5 

16 

8 

16 

2 

15 

1 

13 

7 

14 

4 

16 

4 

16 

4 

16 

8 

15 

9 

16.0 

'  St.  Louis  N.S.Y.,  Kansas  City,  Omaha.  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  S.  St.  Paul,  and  Indianapolis.  Prior  to  Oct.,  1975,  Chicago 
Market.    Bushelsof  No.  2  Yellow  Corn  equivalent  in  value  of  100  pounds  liveweight. 
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Selected  marketings,  slaughter  and  stock  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meat 


Item 


Unit 


1976 

May      June      July      Aug.  Sept 


Oct. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


1977 


Feb. 


Mar. 


FEDERALLY  INSPECTED: 
Slaughter: 

Cattle  

Steers   

Heifers  

Cows  

Bulls  and  stags  

Calves  

Sheep  and  lambs  ! 

Hogs  

Percentage  sows  .  .  . 
Average  I iveweight  per 
head 

Cattle  

Calves  

Sheep  and  lambs  .... 

Hogs  

Average  dressed  weight 

Beef  

Veal  

Lamb  and  mutton    .  . 

Pork  

Lard  

Production:* 

Beef  

\*al  

Lamb  and  mutton   .  . 

Pork  

Lard  

COMMERCIAL: 
Slaughter: ' 


Hogs  

Production: 

Beef  

Veal  

Lamb  and  mutton 

Pork  

Lard  


COLD  STORAGE  STOCKS 
FIRST  OF  MONTH:  * 

Beef  

Veal  

Lamb  and  mutton  .... 

Pork  

Total  meat  and  meat 
products'   


FOREIGN  TRADE: 

Imports:  (carcass  weight) 

Beef  and  veal   

Pork  

Lamb  and  mutton    .  .  .  , 
Exports:  (carcass  weight) 

Beef  and  veal   

Pork  

Lamb  and  mutton   .  .  .  . 
Live  animal  imports: 

Cattle  

Hogs  

Sheep  and  lambs  

Live  animal  exports: 

Cattle  

Hogs  

Sheep  and  lambs  


2  980 

3  294 

3,220 

3  388 

3,4  35 

3,336 

3,154 

3,205 

3,272 

3,04 1 

3,330 

1  375 

1  540 

1,527 

1.574 

1,520 

1,434 

1,296 

1.361 

1.422 

1,374 

1,575 

849 

909 

869 

944 

964 

965 

880 

884 

941 

859 

943 

1,000  head 

680 

760 

74  8 

790 

869 

86  3 

904 

893 

848 

745 

743 

1,000  head 

76 

85 

76 

80 

82 

74 

74 

67 

61 

63 

69 

1,000  head 

304 

339 

346 

373 

409 

394 

388 

420 

406 

380 

457 

1,000  head 

429 

502 

525 

563 

622 

556 

517 

534 

499 

461 

579 

X  ^  \J  \J  \J  llwOkJ 

5  086 

5  146 

4  905 

5  968 

6  361 

6.929 

7  110 

6  525 

5.833 

5,825 

7,236 

pp r rpn  t 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

6 

5 

Pounds 

1,035 

1,030 

1,026 

1,026 

1,029 

1,032 

1.036 

1,037 

1,044 

1,043 

1,048 

Pq  ij  ncls 

227 

225 

227 

226 

222 

230 

227 

23  7 

247 

210 

195 

107 

105 

1 04 

1 06 

108 

111 

112 

112 

113 

114 

1 14 

Pfi  1 1  nrl^ 

239 

240 

238 

236 

236 

238 

243 

239 

236 

233 

234 

Pounds 

616 

612 

613 

615 

614 

611 

610 

611 

617 

608 

614 

Pounds 

129 

129 

131 

129 

128 

131 

130 

138 

143 

125 

116 

Pounds 

52 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

56 

57 

57 

58 

Pounds 

166 

167 

166 

165 

164 

165 

169 

167 

165 

167 

■•67 

Pr^  1 1  n/H  c 

1 5 

14 

1 5 

14 

14 

14 

1 5 

14 

14 

N  A 

N  A 

Mi  1   1  b 

1  829 

9  m  n 

1 ,  y  D  3 

9  n  7  A 

9  '^nA 

^ .  OU'+ 

0  n"^  1 

^ ,  Uo  1 

1    Q  1 
1  ,y  D  i 

o  n  1  9 

IN  ./-\. 

IN  ./A. 

Mil.  lb. 

39 

44 

45 

48 

52 

51 

50 

57 

57 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Mil.  lb. 

22 

26 

27 

29 

33 

31 

29 

30 

29 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Mil.  lb. 

842 

860 

814 

982 

1,042 

1,143 

1,199 

1,089 

962 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Mil.  lb. 

78 

74 

72 

84 

88 

101 

105 

92 

80 

N.A. 

N.A. 

3  242 

o  ,  3  /  O 

O  ,  D  /  D 

J,  / '+y 

o ,  D  I  U 

T   £^  1  A 
0,D  1  D 

1,000  head 

'367 

409 

411 

443 

495 

480 

466 

490 

478 

443 

519 

1,000  head 

44  7 

524 

547 

585 

646 

574 

534 

551 

514 

474 

595 

1  non  h  p;irl 

5  334 

5  400 

5  131 

D  ,  ^  1  3 

D  ,  D  J  / 

7   O  1  1 

D ,  O  OU 

A  117 
0,11/ 

D,'jyo 

7  CACi 

Mil.  lb. 

1,969 

2,161 

2,111 

2,233 

2,274 

2,203 

2.096 

2,113 

2.160 

1,981 

2,188 

Mil.  lb. 

56 

63 

63 

67 

75 

75 

72 

77 

77 

63 

71 

Mil.  lb. 

23 

27 

28 

30 

34 

31 

30 

31 

29 

27 

Mil.  lb. 

880 

899 

847 

1,020 

1,084 

1,188 

1,255 

1,147 

1.007 

1,013 

1  ,<1  3D 

Mil.  lb. 

80 

76 

74 

87 

91 

103 

108 

95 

83 

N.A. 

N.A. 

Mil.  lb. 

401 

408 

407 

394 

373 

394 

414 

44  3 

454 

474 

474 

Mil.  lb. 

1 0 

8 

8 

8 

8 

9 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

1 1 

Mil.  lb. 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

17 

16 

17 

15 

14 

14 

Mil.  lb. 

267 

270 

236 

195 

170 

189 

216 

235 

212 

197 

200 

Mil.  lb. 

752 

765 

727 

675 

620 

663 

711 

755 

733 

74  5 

755 

Mil.  lb. 

186 

202 

165 

167 

203 

190 

141 

88 

143 

172 

150 

Mil.  lb. 

35 

37 

39 

27 

29 

33 

34 

34 

35 

30 

39 

Mil.  lb. 

4 

7 

4 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Mil.  lb. 

7.13 

8.47 

7.71 

6.85 

7.77 

8.55 

7.23 

6.86 

6.29 

7.54 

8.55 

Mil.  lb. 

36.57 

23.47 

19.92 

22.48 

25.64 

32.54 

26.07 

21.37 

18.23 

21.03 

2  7.56 

Mil.  lb. 

.32 

.38 

.34 

.31 

.56 

.55 

.40 

.35 

.34 

.33 

.73 

Number 

99,061 

79,168  29,295  23,893  29,670  34,855  13  8,035  259,316  106,120  64.091 

77,295 

Number 

4,927 

5,090 

5.120 

5,238 

4,277 

2,766 

2,730 

2.884 

2,900 

2,606 

5,043 

Number 

6 

50 

104 

33 

67 

1,569 

1,129 

473 

0 

0 

118 

Number 

17,990 

14,982 

18.162 

23,127 

21,378 

16,966 

12.401 

7,417 

6,080 

4,829 

5,951 

Number 

904 

334 

395 

293 

1,072 

532 

1.715 

1,181 

626 

56  7 

1,004 

Number 

33,257 

26,891 

23.481 

21,363 

19,538 

16,899 

16,567 

20.254 

6,900 

15,779 

20,894 

Federally  inspected  and  other  commercial.  "Beginning  Jan.  1977  excludes  beef  and  pork  stocks  in  cooler.  '  Includes  stocks  of 
canned  meats  in  cooler  in  addition  to  the  meats  listed.  *  Data  not  reported  by  SRS:  For  mformation  call  D..  Murfield— 447-61 46. 
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